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. Storms in Autumn, an 1 1 e and ſhall 
ne 3 een Genese iel bag been Preach'4 © 
{rp not receiv di; ſome oſ the preſent Generation, em to be go 
ing a ftep beyond Antichriſt, to 2 un Pa It's not e 5 
the other Goſpel Truth. i nom ſtruck at, but Chriſtianity ; lf | 
1 N may in Point of Steadineſs ane uch > 


be, Ne T. the Uraelites. Should 
Gr as id of bis Diſtiples, Will you alſo leave 


me? 7 conc Peder you would 5 their anſwer, Lord, to 
whom ſhould we go? thou haſt the Words of Eternal nk 
Life. All the Fire and Malice of Hell, can aver burn Hea- 
ven's Record; that God hath given us "Ecertial Life (which 
deubtleſs includes «ll the Bleſſings he deſigns the Elst) and that 
Life is in his Son; entail d — his Per on, he being the Pur- 
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the Son hath Life, to ſeek it any where elſe, as it 
ther the good Things of Grace, or the 
% to look the Living among the 
Jaftified, reconciled, adopted, ſanttified,. 


Jo hope to be pardan d. 
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chaſer, and ſo the Lord of Heaven's Mannour. He that hath. 5 | : 
reater Thin Ge | 2 


dwifed our of crit 1 to encompaſs ur ſelves with Sparks of IO 
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Dicer 4 full point. p. 20.1.9 
3, f. nobler, * p. 23, 1 „92 4 nee. t. in 


The ErrsTLE, Ser. 


8 — | — LI bees whit 226 P 
7 wo — 
we = wi, x thus 55 7 becauſe J know I write to thoſe,, 
m re Gy md ef the Goſpel, . l 95 
f port it: Ii I Ahereiñ a in 4 Glaſi, we behold: bs 1. 
ee Mherelg xe ret e, d into Hors | 
One deform'd, may, for Years ſtegether, ook on ot Rache, 
though never fo beautiful, 198 g A a ee op bs 25 but 
its not thus with the Repreſentation of Chriſt in the Goſpel ;, by it 
We are changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to 
Glory. May you daily experience ſuch a Chaiges:' Maycbe, 
who Lad the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knomleage. in 27 7 
Trut 


the the Goſpel and knows where they lie, lead you into 
as hinge 44 ia, and ſhallbe the 270 Prey zone; Ae 
miſtondbe beſt of Bleſſings; may be ſhimred.down, upon Yar 25 
al none, and i ci te many Obi rene * A wh 0 
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x no Toner act Reaſon, but we begin a Purſuir zun dar 


' Youth, It aftet, Vanitieg, in, dur Manhood, 
which cannot ſatisſje ;; and in Old Age, What 
proves vexation of Spirit. 1 Deyil Spring the 
Game, our N Hearts gp give t f Bea thus 

we continue to hunt after Lies eat commands 

us out of this World, we 3 90 Pr yen e Gr 955 | 
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The Words are part of the firſt Sermon Preach” 
by Chrift, after his Entry on his bee e , 
whoſe Lips dropt as the -Hony-comb, 

poured into them, and Grace was poured out by 
them. verſ. 25. he warns againſt c king Cares, that 
prickly Yoke we are fo apt to wreath, and bind a- 
bout our own Hearts: The Exhortation is preſſed 
with great variety of cogent Arguments, which be- 
ing diſpatched, he in the Words I have read to you, 
turns their Thoughts to heavenly Objects, and their 
Deſires into an heavenly Channel. Bat ſeek ye firſt 
the Kingdom of God .gnd his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
Things ſhall be added unto you. Where we have, 


r. The Object propoſed, no leſs than a Kingflom 
the Glory NG be only fills but makes ande 
2. Our Duty, or how we are to carry it towards 
this Kingdom, which is to ſeek it. Are Earthly King- 
doms, the Pillars of which are Glaſs, their Foundati- 
on Sand, and themſelves a Bubble, worth ſeeking , 
and is not this much more? The Pillars whereof are 
everlaſting Purpoſes, it's Foundation laid in àn ever- 
laſting Covenant, and it's ſelf an exceediug weight 
3. How «ters 3 In the ho place. It's 
too good to be wholly neglected, and too great ro 


4. The way in Which it's to be ſought; > way of 
Rightcouſneſs: Other Kingdoms are” often fought = 
and obtain'd by bafe Uurighteous Practices. "The 
Devil may be ſaid to have an hand in ſetting the 
Crown on fome- Heads; but here the Crown and 


Was 


N 
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of e 


. The Encouragement, Al hier eg 40 by 4 8 


ded unto yon; thrown in as Paper and Pack- thread. 


Thus Godlineſs i is profitable for 8 Wi | 


the Promiſe of this ds 6 — 


A @ 4 10 


„ When are we eto GE by in Gogo? 
2. What by n Ie Rightcouſnels, of God? ? 


700 N 


3. How it's.to be ſought? and fo come 12 wager | 
| ME to ſatisſie young ones, It's their-Tnterelt, as: 
well as Duty thus to — it. bo rat appli 


cation ſhall conclude this Exerciſe. 


A. Y i! Ci 


etage e By the King dem gf Cod, 13 5 
uaderſtand, not his ingdem f N N20 "unde 
him: as the s of Natane: WE 9 0 . 


the Subjects of, and need not to he bo in, to en- 


ter; but his Kin dom of Grage; dne by him as 
the God and Father of Chriſt, to whych, we are by 
Nature both Semager ee en , and mult be 
created over again in Chriſt Jeſus or cannot enter. A 


wherein the Divine Attributes; are not 


en e got e our. 
Grace 58 chaſen (as it 


Were) 


only em loyed in bring 
Salvation. In this. 


Kingdom are ned. een and Kingdom. 
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avere) wo rob, by the cornmion.conſenpa thearlior 
Divine Perfections, Rom. 5. 21. and"'Cliriſt;:thsi Gad 
Man, by the joyar conſent of the other tuo Divine 
* Perſons, "Pal, 6 it's a Kingdom therefore, in wich 
Grave reigns throug main eg i Huben: 
I. In opening the Eyes oft he hlindh Ma Was ctr 
ated the Rye of the lower Win ld, ithewnly;Grearpre 
that could lee for G04 his Mnd- therefore lledfhe 
Candle of the Lord; but by; u ate 
Prov. 20. 27. ſoon blown out i into a ſtinhing 
e x, 10 He is / fioh bl iud 5 Mad 
to Baer, runs upon the: neck 06e Admighty, 
4 even the thick Boſſes of his 2 in 


Job 15. 26. Puts Darkness e * 
of Sin and Unbeli Light 

.for Darko 0 Np to Abe 10 % if 60 840 x: it 
thines Frtli in ch. Fact af Jeſus! Ghrith ww blind 
ro the Glory t Qhriſt;ras it Ubi forth; in, dhe 
Glaſs of the Goſpel 1 cHith ;the 
— Ghoſt, Te. aa 18. ſpeaki San, the 
Dilpegfation of tes, Kin —_ Fal the Eyes 0 
the Bliud er, Doll UO ah, indo ooh Durs. | 
[will bring (fun God aghott- Kingdom this is.) 

| hs "Blind by . WHj/4they knw non hd milf lead ther 
in Paths 2. 2 Had not Wee will mali. Dara, 
Light before them. Lad 4, £610wthoblinderthan the 
VVV af iges 
Tance had breit grewint 52 May Ages, and 4 
made Lig r i Lord; 1 7 1k 0 700 bored 3 
Feen 655 In Opening e ee the e 
are naturally: uncirel e er ee r 
"Deaf to the Thiintters ONT and deabit 
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„ Dee r oOo,amrc ...r... 


CY 
Sweet Voice of the. Goſpel : The Tenn of de | 


Lord from Mount Sinai, they do not affright us, 
nor his Love reveaPd on Mount Lion, draw: > : 


Like the Deaf Adder, we refuſe to be driven by 
the one, or drawn by the other; but Grace hath 
a Key to open*the Heart, much more che Ear. 
In that Day, ſhall the Deaf hi ar the Words of the 
Book. Iſa. 29. 18. What Book? Undoubtedly that 
Book of Books, the Goſpel. Again, Chap. = 
Then, the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unſflopp we wy 
what? Why, the Voice of Chriſt, by wh 

ſpeaks to us, in and by the Goſpel; The Devil, , * 
os the Coming of this Kingdom, oofeth, as t 
Sinner's Eye, 2 Bis Ear; is no longer adde e hoods. 
wink the one, or ſtop the orhers i- 

Thirdly, In making the Dumb to pet . As Man 
was created tlie Eye, ſo the Tongue ef this tower 
World: The firſt Words Adam ſpake, Were it's pro- 
bable, Words of Praiſe; but Sin ſoon ſtruch hit 
dumb: Dumb to Prayer, and: dumb to Phaild*; 


Dumb to a: Speaking Well of 3 And 
well unto Him; more 


AS.” tlie God 
Father of Chriſt. We mrucally þ Ik tlie Laguge 3 
of Aſhdod, not of Canaan; our Moutlis are * 87 4 
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ph 


Curſit inſtoad of Bleſſing + Bitterneſs inftead' of + 
Dise. 1 But by the Coming of his Kingdom, T I 


T __— the: Stammerer is d pal plainty': 
Iſa. 5. 4. And: the I ungue of thi Dumb 10 121 1 
Ia, a 6. Sing 1 of =. and the I. 


cls. ane -re/ abou tho 'Thronei 39913 es 2 a 
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Fuurtlly, In making the Lame to walk: As we 
are naturally unable to give a ſerious Look, ſo to 
take one right Step towards Heaven. Thie Scales 
of Unbelief, they blind the Mind; and tlie Shackles. 
of Sin they bind the Will. We want, both a Will 
to reſolve for God, and a Power to execute any 
ſuch Reſolutions; ſo great Strangers are we, ta the 
Way of Truth, aad ſo accuſtom'd to. choſe f 
Death, that Wiſdom's Paths, tho* Paths of Ylea- 
ſantneſs, as well as Peace, are ſtept over, and a- 
voided by us, We wander from God, inſtead of 
walking with him. But what ſaith God, whoſe 
Kingdom this is? I. 49. 11. I will make all my 
Mountains 4 Way, and my \ High-ways ſhall be exalted, 
Theſe ſhall come from far, &c. And ſo Iſa. 35. 6. 
Then ſhall the lame Mau leap 4 a Hart. A Crea - 
ture remarkable for its Nimbleneſss. 
Hifibh, In raiſing the Dead: Not, in Nature on- 
he. ut which is the worſt of Deaths, in Sins. Our 
Minds, they are naturally Dead to the Knowledge 
of God, our Wills to his- Service, our. Hearts to 
his Love, our Conſciences to his; Authority, and 
our Whole Man to all Communion and. Fellowſhip 
with him. We ſay unto God depart from us, both 
as the God. of Nature, Grace, and Glory. A Soul 
dead in Sins is only fit Fewel for Everlaſting Burn- 
ings But what Faith the Prince of Life? Jahn 5 25. 
The Hoar is . and nom is, when the. Dead ſhall 
hear the Voices of the Sau of Gad, and they that hear 


wo ga r A ay awww ww. awww wo w@as 


mn = a 2 go 
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nes, is as great a Wader of Power, as the Form- 
ing Adam out of the Duſt; but to quicken a dead 


on 


%ASE. 


— DTT TNT — * — 3 0 30 - 2 
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the Sun, if extinguiff'd, than 2 Candle? The firkt 
e. was made bit a living Soul, he was to con- 


by e, either himſelf or his: but the Second Adam is. 


K 


goul, is certainly a greater; for the nobler the Be. 
ing, 'the greater the Death , and conſequeatly tle 
Reſtoration. 'Weuld it not be more difficult to light 


Life to his Foſterity, but could not reſtore to 


made 4 quickning Spirit, reſtores Lite 50 Sou, as well 
as Body, IC” $+.45- 1 G bs 
Sixthly, It's a "Kingdom , beg Grace reigns 
in pardoning the. moſt guile 0 We are alike Crimi- 
nals by Nature, equally. charged with, the guilt of 
the firft Adunms firit ranſgrefſion; and therefore _ 
from the very Cradle owe Ten thoufand Talents, but 
by actual Tranſgreſſtons are daily adding to that Sum. 
A Mountain of Guilt, lies at every Sinners Door, 
too big for all the An; els in 3 to remove, hut 
not for the Grace of this Kin; Come now faith 
Cod (though the Party offended) I Let ms reaſon toge- 
ther, though your & int be ai Scarlet, they ſhall be a 
«Snow; though'red like Crimſon, they all be a Wooll, 
If, 1. 1 8. the aboundings of Sin, and the abound- 
ings of Guilc, go together in Nature, Anne gs which 
are exceeding large, are but few, and Things excced- 
ing many, mall: But our Sins' are large as the 
Mountains, and many as the Sand but not too ma- 
ny for Grace to pardon; Behold I have blotted out as 
4 thick Cloud thy T Tantra an, and 40 4 Clou thy Sint, * 


+ 
te 


Ia. 44. 22. | —_ 
Seventhly , In juſtify ing che moſt "wy oy : "The 4 
Law, as a Covenant orks, is ei an hard, 5 4 


but a moſt righteous Task-maſter, it leaves no room 
12 1 


—— — 


rr r gr 


* TY 8 e 
| — - 
34 25 12. 7 ö a 
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or an after Trial, admits of no Repentance, gives 
no Strength; will abate nothing, and takes no mau - 
ner of notice of the Sinners beſt Endeavours , but 
curſeth to the Pit of Hell, all that continue not in all 
Things, written in that Holy Book, to do them, 
Gal. 3. 10. but to him that worketh not, ſaich (i race, 
but believeth on him that juſtifies the uugodly, his Faith 
zs counted for Righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 5. his Faith, not 
ſubjectively, but objectively conſidered ; a like Ex- 
preſſion with that, Matth. g. 22. Thy Faith hath made 
the whole ; which Words cut the very Sinews of Pe. 
lag ian, Popiſh and Arminian Juſtification ; for do the 


not expreſly bar and {trip the Sinner of all inherent 


5 


1 


Perſonal Kighteouſneſs? |; Naw. as God's juſtified 
Ones are conlider?d, not as Workers of Righteouſ- 
neſs, but as Ungodly, when Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
is hy an Hand ot Grace put upon them: So the great- 
_ng(s of their, paſt, Ungodlinels, no more than of their 
preſent Uaworthinels, can ſtop that bountiful Hand. 


Ghoſt gives as black a Catalogue of their Sins as of 
ah 4 Cor. 6. 1 0. and yet juſtified, as well as ſanQi- 
figd,,.. Grace ſets us at Work from, but not tor a 
Juſtif PR Righteouſneſs, but enableth, by an Hand 
of Faith, to receive. a glorious One, ready wrought 


o 


4 


out to our Hand, a Rabe long and broad enough, to 
juſtiße the moſt ungodly; a Covering, which though 
it ſaves, the Soul, gane our Sins, Pride and Un- 
belief, chey flouriſh moſt, where a Deſign to.e(tabliſh 


_ a juſtifying Righteduſneſs of our own, is carrying 
om: up no Sin can; thrive under the Shadow of 

7s, imputed Righucouſneks. - Like che Herb 
5 . Ali. 


Chri 


vaſt Patrimony he was intruſted with. Now what 


[4 3 5 5 
. +Afizoe, of which ihe Sons boaſt, a Plant of that 
rare Virtue, againſt the biting of Aſps Cc. that 
the moſt hurtful Serpents toucl'd with it, lye for 
dead. Let the worſt of Sinners, but touch the Hem 
of this Garment, they loſe their Venom, it kills their 
Sins 
Ejghthly, In Reconciling the molt: Taveterats: * he 
S050 of God's Vindictive Juſtice may puniſh, but 
it's the Scepter of his Grace alone, can | 
mity of a Sinners. Heart, Joa that were jometime' alie- 
vated, and Enemies in Hour Ae wicked Works, 
hath he reconciled. Col. 1.72. Ho conſider'd? As 
tlie Father of Cl viſt, Aud n aim the God of all 
Grace 5 a8 is bythe Coherence. The Grace 
1 — Father, tat provides, and accepts the Attone- 
and the Grace of the Spirit, that reveals, and 
applies! the Attonement- By which Grace, that it 
may be the mare glotified, the worſt of Enemies 
are ol times made the beſt of Friends: Who a grea- 
ter Enemy to the Worſhip of God, under the Oid 
Teſtament, than a Mane ? and yet recodiciled: 
Who a greater Enemy to ane under the _ 
than a Saal? yet recdneiled. - 
Ninthly, To „ the greateſt e 2 Chriss 
Parable of the Prodigal, —— to Adam, as well 2 
his Poſterity. He quickly turn — 2 the back, in 
dring from God z. and ſpent, by one riotous AQ; bs 


he was by Choice, we are by Nature; Straglers 
from tlie very Womb. We feel on r 
5 ſelves. Now ſas we are born 

live, and as we live, ſo unleſs prevented N ch 
© - ey Grace 


3 
Vrace, we die, making Lies our Refuge, hiding our 
ſelves from God, under Falſnhood. Who greater Stran- 
gers than the-Epheſians ? You have tlieir. Character, 
"Eph. 2. 12. Aliens: from the Commou- wealth of Iſrael, 
Strangers from the Covenants. of Promiſe, having n 
hope, and without God in this World, and yet adopted, 
web]. 19. Je are no more Strangers and Foreigners, bat 
Fellonciticens with the Saints, and of the Houſbold of 
God. To make Heirs of Hell, Heirs of God; Co-heirs 
with the Devil, Co-heirs with Chriſt ; is Grace in 
the Aboundings thereo tft: 
: Tenthily, In Cleanſing the moſt Filthy: No Fire 
on Earth can puriſie the Sinner, he comes but the 
worſe, out of the Fire of Affliction; I/. 1. 5. and 
would do foi:( if tried) out of the Fire of Hell. 
The Fire of Sin is unquenchable, as well as that 
of Puniſhment, to any Thing, but the Blood of Chriſt. 
Who more filchy than, the Mien of Judah, and the 
Inhahirants of Jeraſa lau Tre. 13. 1. and yet to 
them is it a Fountain opend. No Stain ſo deep, 
but the Blood of Chriſt, as it's the Blood of God, 
and: of tlie Everlaſting Covenant, can fetch it out. 
It waſhes the Æthiopian White, and turns the 
Leopand into a Lam ( 1 Þ Zu 210 Das al METS * 7 5 
Luſili, It's a Kingdom, in which Grace reigns, 
through Chriſt; in giving bim as Gad's Salvation 
unto the very chief of Sinners; which is the Sub- 
ftance, af /what. hitherto hath been deliver'd: We 
arg alilee Sinners by Nature, but not by Practice; 
ſome male more Haſte man others, to fill up the 
Meaſure of their Sins; xoung. Men, it may be, but 
old Sinners. The Devil has his early ripe Fruit; 
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as well as Chriſt : As ſome, are betimes fit ſor⸗ 
Heaven, fo others are as early fully ripe for Hell; 


Their Damnation ſlumbers not, becauſe in work 


- 


ing of it out they are ſo watchful ; take more Pains 


to damn themſelves, than others d6 ton bé ſaved: 
Draw Iniquity with the Curds:of' Vanity, and fin 48 
it were with 4 cnn © ; as it. impatient to be i - 
Hell. Now Grace delights to make the Chief of 


Saints of the Chief of Sinners, as in the Inſtance 


of Paul; and multiplies to pardon thoſe it ſaves: 
They love moſt, to whom moſt is forgiven; und 
often obey beſt, who have been moſt diſobedient. 
Perſons, who have done: moſt againſt God before 
Converſion ; are often with Paul, enabled to do 


moſt for God after Converſion. The Aboundings 


of Sin, can no more hinder the Aboundings ot 


Grace, than a Ridge of Rocks: ſtop the Howing 


of the Sea. It ſuperabounds where Sin hath-'a--- 
bounded, and ſways its Scepter of Life and Salva- 
tion, where Sin hath reigned unto Death. Rom. 5. 

20, 21. All Manner of Sin am Raſphemy, ſaith 
Chriſt, hal be forgiven: unto Men, Mat. 12. 31 

ſave one. Thou and Ten Thouſands: included, 
and but one excepted. Could an Exact Hiſtory . 

of all the Sins, ever ated by the Children of Men 
be compos'd, it would fall vaifly ſhort. of being a 
Compleat Commentary on the Heart of one of 
thoſe, whom Chriſt faves. Man is not ſo great a 
Sinner, but Chriſt is as great à Saviour: Should 
any of the Elect be ſuffer?d- to- live, and Mallow - 
in Sin to the Age of a Metheſelah, and then be ena- 


bled to look unto Chriſt ; he who is Tion's Balm, 
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as well as--Pliyſician , would certainly heal him. 


_ Chri 


it put by Chriſt's Spirit, into their Hearts, are en- 


at variance, or in any danger, to eclipſe one the other: 


and Peace have kiſſed each other, Plal. 8 5. 10. as the 


diſplayed, as to glorifie each other... 


9 : . "A 2 8 * * N - " 8 a ; * 5 1" 2 * * * l * 
E 4 - 2 wha. 
Ko 4 7 * : „ 7 
- 7 * g 
* 

— - W . * 

7 : 5 1 2 

* * 

F LE) . # 75H 

Fg 
f * 
* * 
4 
4 25 5 
| wp : "M F 
* $ * F 
I : x 
= * 
k | * : 1 
* . 
A * 


* 


The Treaſures of his Blood, like-tho'e of his Per- 
ſon, are inexhauſtible. Thus. much for the Firit 
Inquiry. 111 1 TY Le 4 „VVV 


The Second is, What we are to underſtand by 
the Righteouſneſs of God? This Kingdom is not 
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erected on the Ruins of the Law, either Ceremomal 


or Moral; the One hath its Accompliſhment in it, 
the Other, being a Copy of that Holineſs, which 
is the Shine of each Perſon: and- Attribute in the 


_ God-head, can never. paſs away, but is eſtabliſned 


by it, both as a Covenant of Works, and Rule of 
Life, whereby our Thank Offerings are to be regu- 
lated. . The Moral Law-as a Covenant of Works, 
was 2 . eſtabliſhed, by being fulfilled by 
t, as God's Covenant and our Surety. As a 
Rule of Life it was magnified, by having been writ 
on the Heart, and expreſſed in the Walk of Chriſt, 
as a Pattern tor his to copy after; who, by having 


abled to write after it, or tread in his Steps: Neither 
is it a Kingdom, wherein the Divine Attributes are 


In it, Mercy and Truth are met together ; Righteouſneſs 


moſt diſtant Natures, the Divine and Huma i and 
the . moſt diſtant Perſons, God and the Sinners; ſo 
the moſt-diſtant Attributes, Holineſs and Grace, Ju- 
ſtice ahd Mercy, are init brought togetlier, and ſo I 
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By the Righteouſneſs of God therefore, we are un- 
doubtedly to underſtand, that by which all this is ac- 
compliſhed. Which upon due inquiry, will be found 
to be Chriſt's imputed, and not our inherent Perſo- 
nal Righteouſneſs. It's Chriſt's, and not ours, which 
the Father calls his, in the Old Teſtament, /. 51. 
5. My Righteouſneſs is near, My Salvation is gone 
forth: Which latter Expreſſion explains the former 
to be meant of Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs; which 
when wrought out, was the Purchaſe, and whenim- 
puted, gives Poſſeſſion of Life and Salvation. So a- 
gain, verſ. 6, My Salvation ſhall be for ever, and my 
Righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed, Where Salvation 
i linked with this Righteouſneſs, thus it's Chriſt's, 
and not ours, which is called the Righteouſneſs of 
God in the New, Rom. 3. 21, 22. The Righteouſneſs 
of God without the Law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by 
the Law and the Prophets: which muſt be underftood 
of Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs, that being the 
Righteouſneſs, Moſes and the Prophets bare Teſtimo- 
y unto, by believing in it (as alfd did their Father 
Abraham) and writing of it. Chriſt we are told, 
Rom. 10. 4. Is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs :* 
No wonder then, the Law ſhould witneſs for him, 
as having been fulfilled only by him; but the follow —- 
ing Words place it in the cleareſt Light, verſ. 22. 
Even the Righteouſneſs of God, which is by Faith of Je- 
ju; Chriſt, unto all, and upon all that believe, So Rom. 
10. 3. a not ſubmitting unto this Righteoufneſs, is 
called a Non-ſubmiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of God. 
They being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, that is, his 
Eſential Righteouſneſs, 12 going about to eſtabliſh- 


their 
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(618) 
tbeir omn Righteoufneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves. 
to the Righteouſneſs of God , which muſt be Chriſt's 
imputed: Righteouſneſs ; for ſo it follows, verf; 5. 
Chriſt is, &. In a Word, in this Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſts, we are ſaid (to whom it is imputed) to be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God, 2 Cor. 5. 21. an Ex- 
preſſion too big, to be ſpoke of Adam's in a State of 
Innocency; or of the Angels, who kept their firſt 
Station; it ſuits Chriſt's only , who is over all, God 
bleſſed for ever more. As the Glow-worm ſhines on- 
ly in the Night, ſo our own Righteouſneſs only in 
a. Park, which. Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is called 
Sow 5 ; Fo 5 7 . 


Firſt, Becauſe a Righteouſneſs of his providing, in 
making which Proviſion, the Treaſures of his Wiſ- 
dom, Love, and Grace, are in their unmeaſureable 
Heighths, and tachomleſs Depths broken up: had a 
Council of all the Angels in Heaven been called, had 
their Underſtandings been enlarged to the uttermoſt, 
and had they ſat in Council for a Thouſand Ages, 
they could never have found out ſuch a Door of Hope 
for loſt Sinners, as this Rightequſneſs is: For it's 
part of the Myſtery hid in God, of which we read, 
Eph. 3. 9. and of that manifold Wiſdom, which is 
made known to the Angels, only by the Church, 
| 1 3. 10. they know more of the Law and Works 

of God than Adam did, yet pry into. the Goſpel, 


* 


1. Pet. 1. 12. 


Secondly, Becauſe a Righteouſneſs of his accepting 
how far this was refuſable by God, abſolutel one 
TS: F ſidered 
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ſidered, without reſpect to any Covenant Tranſacti- 
ons with Chriſt, the Bringer in thereof. Alſo, whe- 
ther-refuſable by God, relatively conſidered, as the 
Father of ſuch a Son as Chriſt ? are Queſtions: Faith * 
is not curious to be reſolved in, but rather looks on 
them as things too high, Certain it is, of its being 
accepted by God, the Judge of all, as the purchaſin 
Cauſe of all the Bleſſings, deſigned the Ele&. Chriſt 
as a Sacrifice for Sin, was to God an Offering of a 
ſweet ſmelling Savour, Eph. 5. 2. By which Offering, 
lie hath perfected for ever them that are ſandtifitd, Heb 
10. 14. his being once and again witneſſed unta, by 
an audible Voice from Heaven ; all the Miracles he 
wrought in the Father's Name; his being heard, as 
to what he feared ; the Angel ſtrengthning him in 
the Garden; his not being ſuffered to. ſee Corrupti- 
on, but raiſed by the Power, and ſets at the right 
hand of the Father in the Heavenlies, |are-Proofsrfuf- 
- ficient of his Being (as the Fulfiller of all Righteoufs 
neſs) accepted. 677 107 ee e 


Thirdly, It's a Righteouſneſs of his reuealing: Not 

2 Word of this Righteouſneſs to be found, in that 

vaſt Volume, the Book of Nature; no, not in the 

firſt; which was by far the better Edition of it. But 
what there may be, when Chriſt ſhall put out his 
new Edition, by making all things new, is impoſſi- 

dle to determine. It's diſputable, Whether the Hea- 

ven of Heavens, before that Palace was new hung, for 

the Reception of Chriſt as God-Man; had any Foot» 
ſteps of this Righteouſneſs ſtampt upon it, it being 
one of thoſe deep things of 2 loekt up a 
e e 2 | gels 


(ms 
gels and Men, in the Cabinet of his own breaſt; 
-whiclt none, but lie, who ſearcheth the deep things 
oel God, can reveal; by whom it was made known to 


Old Teſtament Saints, 1/a. 44. 25, 26. Rom. 16. 25, 26. 
as well as New. Cliriſt himſelf, as God's Servant, is the 


Preacher, as well as Bringer in of this Righteouſneſs, 


Pſal. 40. 9. 1 have Preached Righteonſzeſs in the great 
Congregation, made up of Old Teſtament Sairits,, as 
well as New: $ have not e my Lips, O Lord, 


thou knoweſt, which he calls his Righteouſneſs, verſ. 


10. I have not hid thy Righteouſneſs within my 
Heart. A Copy for all Miniſers to write after. 


.  Foarthly, Becauſe a Righteouſneſs- of the Fathers 
imputing, as each Perſon in the God-head, is deep- 
ly concern'd, ſo each bear a diſtinct Character and 
Place, in the Economy of our Salvation; The Father, 
as he is the firſt Per ſon, ſo tlie firſt Place; and conſe- 


- quently that of the Party offeaded, and yet (which 


will be for ever, for the Glory of his Grace) the Con- 


triver of the whole. The Son, as the ſecond Perſon, 


ſo the ſecond Place, and therefore ſent or commiſſion- 


ed by the. Father, to finiſh. Tranſgreſſion, and make 


an end of Sin, and bring in this Everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs. The Spirit, as the third Perſon, ſo the third 
Place, and fo ſent, both by the Father, and Son, to 
apply, or put. the Son's Purchaſe. into our Poſſeſſion, 


Now as it's the Spirit, who muſt enable us to put 
off the Rag of our own, and to put on this Robe of 


Righteouſneſs ; ſo it's the Father, who mult impute 
or place it to our Account: He who plac'd our Sins to 
Chriſt, muſt place his Righteouſneſs to ours. Fa 
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fame. Perſon who made him Sin for us, muſt make us 
the Righteouſneſs of God in him. Thus much jor 
the ſecond Inquiry. +: % aan 
The third and laſt is, How are we to ſeek this 
King dom! which mult not only come nigh unto, 
but be brought into us. The Kzngaom of God, faith 
Chriſt, 7 within you, Luk. 17. 21. Or. we caunot 
be faid to enter into it. Look, as: the Heart is 
the chief Seat of Satan's Kingdom, before Conver-- 
ſion ; ſo it's the chief Seat, of God's after Converſi- 
on. He that commands the Heart, be it God, or 
the Devil, commands the whole Man. To ſeek this. 
Kingdom, .. therefore is, ; 5 
Firſt, With the Heart, to put in for a ſhare, in 
the Immunities, Priviledges and Bleſſings thereof; 
which being given, in, and through Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, as their purchaſing, procuring Cauſe, and: - 
entailed on his Perſon ; therefore, to ſeek this King- 
dom, is, „ 
Secondly, With the Heart, in a way of Believing; 
to lay hold of, and grow up into Chriſt, as the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs; but becauſe Faith, though the. 
Gift of God comes by hearing, and hearing by the Mord 
of God, Rom. 10. 17. Therefore: 1 


Thirdly, A ſeeking of Faith, in the Truth and 
Growth of it, at the Hand of God, in a diligent At- 
tendance on thoſe Ordinances, and Uſe of ſuch. 
Means as he hath appointed, for the Giving and In- 
creaſe of it ; may be called a ſeeking this Kingdom. 


The Goſpel, , though it excludes Merit, and conſe- 
| quent 
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quently all Entiteling Conditions, whereby the Crea 
ture may make it ſolt to differ, have wherein to truſt, 
or whereof to glory. It neither excludes Order, nor 
the Uſe of Means. The Letter of the Goſpel calls 
for them.; though the Spirit of the Goſpel can Work 
without chem. The Goſpel in the Letter of it, is ſuit- 
ed to us as Rational Creatures, in the Spirit of it, as 
loſt helpleſs Sinners. Now thus, We are to ſeek 
this Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, in the 
_ firſt place; which may be underſtood, as ſpoke of 
the Heart, Lip, or Lite. Ifof the Heart, Chriſt here 
expects, that he, and his Kingdom ſhould be upper- 
moſt, in our Thoughts, Eſteem, Deſires, Aims, Pur- 
. poſes, G. Can the Heart, that buſie Part of Man, 
be better than thus employed? Whilſt the Seat of 
Satan's Kingdom, it's a lively Picture of Hell; but 
upon its ſeeking this Kingdom, it becomes. as lively 
aà Picture of Heaven; but if we underſtand it of the 
Lip, Chriſt expects this Kingdom ſhould be upper- 
moſt in our Prayers; that whenever we bow the 
Knee, before his God and Father, it {ſhould be for the 
Coming of this Kingdom in greater Spirituality, Pow- 
er and Glory. Thus the firſt Petition, in the Lord's 
Pattern, is for the Coming of this Kingdom: but if 
ve underſtand it of the Life, Chriſt hereby forbids 
the Scraps only of-Time and Strength, requiring the 
chief, and in a Sence the whole, to be employed in the 
Search. It deſerves the firſt of our Lite, the firſt of 
every Weck, and the firſt of every Day; a ſure way 
to bring down a Bleſſing on our Basket and Store, 
throughout the whole of the Day, our Weeks and 
Lives; which brings me by way of Proof, to ſatisfie 
Os young 


employ us. an 
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youn Ones, it's their Intereſt, as WE as Duty thus 
to ſeek That it's our Duty, needs no Proof, the 
Text — it; that it's our Intereſt, will appear 
| by e erapwo 3 v7 du 


Firſt, Her eby the oc katrle ige in the 
Egg, and the fiery flying —.— beſore it's hatched. 


* 


Sun is fipt in the bud, and the old Man turn'd out of 
doors, before he hach fortified, and thereby further 


Con himſelf. Is it not a mighty Advantage to in- 
veſt a Strong Hold, before it's either finiſhed, or ſto- 
red ? whilſt unprovided, to make a vigorous defence, 
to have Sin's Strong Holds levelled betimes, and our 
Hearts rid of ſuch Vermin, as our Luſts; muſt be. e- 
very ones Intereſt. 5 


S * Hereby the Devil 18 led and all his 
Hopes blaſted. He undoubtedly, no ſooner hears of 


our Birth, but conceives great hopes —— (hs 


and forms * Deſign how to 1 
is dark Kingdom; but by an ary 
peice of this Kingdom, we unravel all, bri 


. damp on that proud Spirit; his Deſigns. — 2 


our Souls prove abortive, and he himſelf * 
chagrin. i LF 


Thirdly, It's our r Intereſt gh to ſeek it, bec becauſe - 


T of the — Poſſeſſions entaiPd b 4 Heavens Grant, 
a 


upon ſuch as find it. We have. een of 


their Foſſeſſions. . 


The one in the. Old Teſtament, Hal l 1% % 


Lord God is a Sun and & hield: The Lord willg give * 
an 


Ml 

. 
= 
f 
: 
( 


Father of Lights to illuminate, and the God of all 


„ 


and Glory; no good thing will he withhold from them 


that walk uprightly. Is it our Intereſt to have the 


Conſolation, 


comfort us? Are the Bleſſings of Grace deſirable, and 
thoſe of Glory yet more? IS it a Priviledge indeed, 
to want nothing, which Infinite Wiſdom ſhall ſee 


good for us, either in Time, or to all Eternity? then 
its unqueſtionably our Intereſt to ſeek this King- 


dom, 


The other out of the New Teſtament, 1 Cor 3. 
e2. Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the World, 


or Life, or Death, or Things preſent , or Things to come, 
all are yours. Saith the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking unto 
the Subjects of this Kingdom; and what can the 

reat Soul in Man ask more, they leave no room for 


urther Deſire. The Poſſeſſions of the Grand Seigni- 
or, or the oo Mogul, are hut like the poor Man's 


Cottage, it compared with theſe. Angels may have 


more than ſuch in Poſſeſſion, but cannot have more 
than they who are Chriſt's, have in Reverſion. Other 
TT might be urged to the ſame purpoſe, but 
{ſha 


| wave them, ahd conclude all, with a tew Con- 


ſiderations to ſtir up ſuch, as are in the Morning of 


their Lives, thus to ſeek it. For, 


Firit, Are not Delays excceding ſinful,and exceed- 
ing dangerous? They are exceeding ſinful, as being 
filled up, either with a making Proviſion for the Fleſh, 
to fulfill, or an actual falfling the Luſts thereof. Sin 
5 0 alrinks 


˖ as a Sun to chear and 


* e Cn. %ͤ—w»̃ͤͥͤ =. commit. ot... nn 


(25) 


grinks up the whole of our Time, and either hides, or 


f Hoes oe with all our Talents, till employed in 


om. They are alſo finful, as they are an 
abuſe of the Fathers Patience and Grace, as well as 
a ſlight put on the Love and Goſpel of the Son. 
They are ſinful, as they are uſually accompanied, 
with grieving the Spirit, ſtifling Convictions, brib- 
ing Conſcience, and ſquandring away the precious 


Moments of a day of Grace. 


They are alſo exceeding dangerous. Were we ſe- 


veral times to be born into this World, and to be 


truſted with the Means of Grace, or were we to live 
as long as Methaſelah, and have our day of Grace, 
run Parallel with that of Liſe, the risk would not 
be fo great; but alas! we are to live but once, and 
that Life is like a Vapour, which appears for a little 
while, and then vaniſheth away. We are cruſhed 
before the Moth, that tender Inſect. We are never 
too healthy to be ſick, or too young to die. There's 
a to morro haſtning, which will bring forth Death 
and judgment; and none knows but it may follow 
upon the heels of to day. They who reſuſe à Chriſt, 
a Pardon, a Robe of Juſtifyi ighteouſneſs to day, 
may not only want an of Chriſt to morrow, 
but a to morrow to have him effet 'd in. Is it not 
juſt, that Death ſhould ſhut thoſe Eyes, and ſtop thoſe 
Ears, without any further delay, which for many 


Years have been blind to the Glory, and deaf to the 
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| a yr ron i the Devil ſhould have any, 
e * Pit e ald have the beſt of yo r 
Ut have Any, as he 1 18. ocks 
> lg now 115 Rleſſedneſs, is oppaſite to is Ho. 
lineſs, undermines his Government, » RELA inſt 
his ee doth what in him lies d ki 

Glory, e his Counſels , blend h Vote Ku- 
irate bis 2 and deſtroy his Goſple. It's pity 
he ſhould have any, as he is ours, envied our Priny- 
tive Happineſs, attacked our firſt Parents, through 
Lies and Flattery, drew them into a.cſuare,. robbed 
them of their Innocence, their Paradice, their 
mortality, and which is more, their God, tis Fa 
vour, as well as , 'whereby Sin and a Curſe 
became entail'd. on all "their Po erity, . The blow 
vers was ſo great, that the direful zffedds af it a J 
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| n but is. as unſatisfied as ifh 
nene. How aft did he endeavgur 40 rob us of, our 
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| bal. The ſame: cruel: was carried on 5 
— ar e len, 0 dard Chriſt whilſt an 
qr A» eſtion his own Divi- 

acyinake vg a Pp wading him from ac- 
1 his Mediatorial Suffering Work at J 


a em, and to mar all by coming down from the 
£ It's his Hell to ſee à Sinner faved, but his 
Hea- 


God the beft of Benefaftors, as | 
ſhalt we not betimes reſalve'to be the Lords? Can 


ning our eſcape from a Storm, which! will hoth laſt 


knew the Torments of 


out of Sodom? Suppoſe you had been an Inhabitant 
of that wicked City; had heard, and belwed the 


z; 2 Natural State, live and 2 in it, and you are un- 
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Thitalj, Can Time or Strength be employed to 
better purpoſe? Whats greater or nobler 10 its ſelt, 
than to anſwer the nohler end of Creation, and 
the yet nobler of Redemption; 10 fhew forth his 
Praiſe, who made us, and — — our ſelves, 
hath been at infinite-Coſt to mus? To return 
Love for fuch Love, and gloriſie him, wha glorifies 
himſelf in our Salvation, is heavenly Employ. Is 


as well as JZeings, and 


Time and Talents be better emplayed, than in haſi- 


loweſt Hell. To exchange Hell for Heaven (dic we 
| the one, and the Glexies of 
other) would appear a Buſineſs of Infinite Con · 
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Judgment threatned; Could yon have ſlept in it a- 
nother Night, or lingted one hour? A Natural State 
is more dangerous. Was Sodom full of Sin? 80 is a 


Vutural State, in it we ſin all ther day, and every 
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ned to owe Ten chouiad Talents, hut have nothing 
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done fdr ever, A Natural State is a Stato of Guilg 


tion, wherein, by the righteaus Sentence of che Law, 


We are bound over, to ,uadergo: all that Ind ignation 
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fold; there are the Riches of his Perſon, and the 
Riches. of his. Purchaſe. The Riches of his Perſon 
are altogether Infinite? He is rich in Wiſdom, and 


rich in Power, rich in Love, and rich in Grace, rich 


in Faithſulneſs and Truth: as rich as the Facher in 
theſe, and all other Divine. Excellencies and Perfecti - 
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he is; for in him dwells all the fulneſs of the God- 


head bodily. The Riches af his Purchaſe, reſpect 
either the price laid down, rich Syretiſhip Suffer, 


_ ings, rich Suretiſhip Obedience, or the Bleſſings pur- 
ehaſed, a. rich Pardon, rich Juſtification , a rich 
Peace, a rich Image, to be Fr, drawa on the Heart, 
and richly. expreſſed in the Life of all his Followers; 
a rich Goſpel, rich Experiences, rich Comforts, anc 
Riches of Glory. His Riches are unſearchable, can- 


not be. told over, much leſs ſpent. to all Eternity. 


? cf = AR ©, Ha, 


* 


C 290 


ill pic down an invaluable Sum eOkderie; e 
rn Fa 


r's \ Hand, to be given forth to the 
of this * om, in the B lings of Gtace anfl Glo- : 
ry. Put this Kingdom ; 4 its Subj . 
yell are not, neither is it fit. they Mould be put into 
God's Word, as joint Purchaſes with Chriſt , yet 

they are put into his Will, as Joynt Heirs, Row 8. 
17. mt able to offer, the Riches of both the. In- 
dies to this Aſſem Gym won e ou — 4 to: accept 
ſuch a Treaſure? ſent, and i im- 
powered to offer, are yy perch of Chriſt's Blood ; 
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Kingdom worth. Receive the Gaſpel of this King- _ . 1 
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